








Vol, 


\ “A DAY IN THE REDWOODS” 
| Rad Excursion 


C 
, 








The Western Railroader 


For the Western Railfan 


13, No. 10 


Issue No. 


130 






































The Western Railroader 
For the Western Railfan 
P.O. BOX 668, SAN MATEO, CALIF. 


FRANCIS GUIDO, Editor 


Single Copy 15¢ 
Ten Issues for a Dollar 





“A DAY IN THE REDWOODS” ote 


"THE WESTERN RAILROADER" is again happy to cooperate |i umber 
with the Pacific Coast Chapter of the RAILWAY & LOCOMOTIVE [.,+q 4g 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY in the production of a special issue for 
their railfan excursion "A DAY IN THE REDWOODS%, 


the Un 
The drawings are from the 1947 brocheur "A Week-End in fyociey 
the Redwoods" drawn by Ward Kimball and the historical railre 
material on the California Western is from the same public- 
ation by Gilbert Kneiss,. 
City a 


EXCURSION NEWS: The September 17th trip to Sonoma has been fy). 
cancelled due to the refusal of the N.W.P. fp, .j¢; 
to operate into either Sausalito or Tiburon, As it was this 
planned to use the "Gen, Cox" as a ferry, the trip had to fii4, 
originate at tidewater. A substitute trip over the Western 
Pacific-to Niles Canyon and San Jose for the same date is 
pending, but as yet not confirmed, 1 
The September 23-24 trip by the R&LHS and Cal-Nevada 
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to Quincy, Westwood and Lake Almanor is still “on", but is cee 
subject to cancellation by the railroad if equipment is leavii 
not availiable, thr ou; 

The October 22nd trip over the Sierra Railroad will the Ni 
not be affected by the "War" as non-interchange equipment [inqia, 
will be used. escel 

As and when the "Official Announcements" are ready for (i, ¢;, 


mailing the*subscribers to “THE WESTERN RAILROADER" will land f. 
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In 1885 the Stewart & Ilunter Lumber Company purchased 
timber lands adjacent to Fort Bragg and erected a mill. 
ior to that time the company had been operating at Ten 
ile River and for some years had operated a lumber rail- 
oad in that area, This line was extended to Fort Bragg 
so that logs could be carried to the new mill. The lumber 
company pushed its railroad gradually eastward from Fort 
Bragg to tap new timber lands. By 1905 the “main line" 
ran 18 miles to Alpine Station and a branch, known as the 
Pudding Creek branch, turned off at Glen Blair Junction 
for Glen Blair, 34 miles, The line of the-Glen Blair 
Lumber Company whose mill was at Glen Blair, ran north- 
ward and was operated with a shay and a small 0-4-0T. 


The Lumber Company by a series of mergers became 
the Union Lumber Company and incorporated the California 
Western Railroad and Navigation Company to take over the 
railroad and the National Steamship Company. 


In 1909 the main line was extended 54 miles to Shake 
City and surveys were made thereafter for a line between 
Shake City and Willits for a connection with the Northwestern 
Pacific. During the fall of 1911 and the spring of 1912 
this link was’ built and thus Fort Bragg'was jined by rail 
with San Franciseo before Eureka (N.W.P.'s "Gold Spike" at 
Cain Rock bridge, October 23, 1914.) 


The railroad traverses a rough, mountainous country in 
a general easterly and westerly direction, following the 
courses of numerous streams, For a short distanee after 
leaving Willits the train ascends gradually until, passing 
through a_tunnel, the line is 1740 feet above-the floor of 
the Noyo River Canyon--named after Chief Noyo, leader of the 
Indian tribe that dwelt there when the white man came, 
escending the side of the canyon, the beautiful Noyo River 
is finally reached, In the descent the train winds back 
and forth that in places the track curves almost directly 
over the rails below, forming a continuous letter "S", At 
one place it is necessary to travel 84 miles to cover a 
distance of 14 miles, On the main line there are 381 
curves consuming 13,058 degrees of central angle, or in less 





technical language over 36 complete circles, The maximum 
grade each way is 3.3 per cent, located at the summit of the 
oast Range. 


T he descending rails having reached the floor of the 
\oyo Canyon, then parallel-this winding stream of 23 miles 
through the redwood forest, crossing and recrossing the 
Isiream, The ridge between the Noyo River and Pudding Creek 
fis crossed through a tunnel and the train passes Glen Blair 
unction and follows Pudding Creek to Fort Bragg. 
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REGULAR PASSENGER SERVICE IS HANDLED BY SKUNK 


California Western Railroad & Navigation Co. 


There are no towns along the entire length of the 
California Western save the two terminal cities. The 
greater portion of the railroad's revenue is derived from 
the transportation of forest products from Fort Bragg 
although a general miscellaneous class of freight is 
handled inbound consisting of gasoline and oils, grain 
products, gravel, machinery and miscellaneous manufactured 
goods, - At one time the line hauled a considerable volume 
of logs, especially on the:now abandoned Ten Nile Branch, 
but there is very little logging on the main line and only 
last year the Ten Mile Branch was converted into a logging 
road for truck operation. 





The company operates three motor rail-cars, affection- 
ately known as ‘'skunks", in daily passenger service between 
Willits and Fort Bragg. Besides a daily mid-day roundtrip 
a summer schedule westward in the morning and eastbound in 
the evening permits “commuting” of mill-workers from Noyo 
River camp sites to the Fort Bragg mill. A quarter of 
a century ago the road enjoyed a sizable passenger business. 
A through Pullman from Sausalito was carried nightly, its 
conductor nattily attired in a cut-way, and every morning 
the train paused at Northspur for coffee and doughnuts on 
the house. Noyo Tavern, close by, was a popular resort of 
the rocking-chair era and even provided croquet courts for 
the gayer blades and belles, 


Fort Bragg is a town of about 3000 whose main street 
shows practically no change from photographs taken thirty 
years ago. The great mill of the Union Lumber Company and 
allied activities, including the railroad, account for the 
major part of its business, 


During the past year a change has taken place in the 
railroad picture with the abandonment of the Ten Mile Branch 
and the acquiring of two diesel locomotives, Most of the 
steam engines have been disposed of for scrap and three remain 
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ing steam engines are eut of service. The two dieseis runnis 
multiple unit take care of all operations on the: line, excepti 
of course, the passenger runs. 


The Western Railroader @ Page Four 


on thi 
This | 
crew 


red 
urie 


nly 
ing 


ion- 
ween 
trip 
in 
yo 
of 
ness, 
ts 
ng 
on 
t of 
for 


the 


ie 
‘anch 
he 
remain 
runnit 
xcepti 





CALIFORNIA WESTERN PASSENGER TRAIN on the "S" trestle, now 
a fill, with six cars and two tank engines. From the 
collection of Richard C,. Brown, 


FOUR MAN CREWS The initiative proposal last year that 
threw out the law requiring a set number 

sof brakemen on freight trains permitted the Public Utilities 

commission to set a “full crew’ for specified divisions, 

Pursuant thereto the PUC this spring ordered the NORTII- 








WESTERN PACIFIC to employ one conductor and three brakemen 
on the N.W.P. main line between Redwood Valley and Willits. 
This run up the hill is usually double-headed to bring the 
trew up to a total of eight. 
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OUTSTANDING RAILROAD EXCURSION 


The Joint Railfan trip to Davenport and Olympia 
was by far the largest crowd ever to take a fan trip 
on the Pacific Coast with over 750 persons on board. 
The Rocky Mountains had a most successful trip on July’ 
23rd with 600 fans on a D&GW trip. The July 4th S.N. 
trip had 140 persons on the two-car special... 


SALT LAKE CiTY The Bay Area's September 2-3-4 trip over 
the Bamberger and other Utah electric 
lines will find the three UIC motors which have been stored 
on the Bamberger gone to Geneva for scrap. Bamberger 
trailers 404 and 406 will probably be scrapped as they are 
no longer in operating condition. 





According to "Timepoints" So-Cal 
@ivision of ERA, it would appear that 
subject to war changes that the Venice 
line should be abandoned this autumn, 
»The Sierra Madre line also will be 
among the-first to go along with the 
—*. Echo Park, Hlill Street and San Vicente § 
lines, The Santa Ana service south of Bellflower is already 
gone along with the Newport Beach line. The Oak Knoll Line 
to Pasadena is prebably to go out this autumn along with the 
Baldwin Park line, but Monrovia-Glendora may last into 1951 
due to the requirement of a new freight link between Baldwin 
Park and Azusa, 


ENGINE SWAPING: A large number of reports can be boildd dow 

as follows: Union Pacific using steam helpe 
again on the-Salt Lake-Los Angeles line, -U.P. leasing D&W 
mallets 3705, 3713 and 2-10-2's 1401, 1403, 1404 and 1409 for 
service between Pocatello and Provo. Southern Pacific has 
been using Santa’ Fe engines in helper service between Bakers- 
field and Mojave. The S.P. also used 6 or 8 W:P. diesels 
on the Salt Lake Divison during the W.P. strike. 





History & Rosters of The Northwestern Pacific 


and Predecessor Lines 
By Stanley Borden 


and 


Railroads & Steamers of Lake Tahoe 


By Owen F. McKeon 
Paper covers, 32 pp, 5¥2 x 842, profusely illustrated 


50¢ each - both for a dollar 
Available on the Excursion Train 
or by mail 
The Western Railroader 
For the Western Railfan 
P.O. BOX 668, SAN MATEO, CALIF 
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DWOOD EMPIRE NOTES: The Hammond Lumber Company has put 
a diesel etectric locomotive into 
rvice’as of July 25th. It is numbered 101 and is an Alco 
(0 hep. switcher serial number 78140 built in June, 1950. 
The Mattole Lumber Company engine #1 has been acquired 
y ‘Henry Sorensen of McKinleyville who plans to set it up 
Ne nhis farm. It is a 3-foot gauge 0-4-2T built by Vulcan 
ron Work in 1908, serial 1240. The Mattole Lumber had a 
mile railroad near the mouth of the Mattole River in 
Over [mboldt County that operated for only a decade between 












x 908 and 1918 hauling tan bark. -- Stan Borden 

stored 

r NICIPAL RAILWAY NOTES - First the news: The 40 line right 
y are of way has been "sold" to the 






















ter Department for $365,000 for use as a pipe line right 
f{ way. The Supervisors have authorized the sale ef the 
rmer Turk-Filimore carbarn for not less than $152,300. 
Then the "plans" The J line has been selected for trolly 


that fusting by December, 1951. © Plans to make the B and F 





Venice frolley bus are going ahead, “Due to the War" the subway 
tumn, flans have been set aside along with plans for improvements 
be maintainance facilities. The War" is advanced for the 
the west plan to replace the K cars with busses rather than 
icente Jpend 400,000 dollars for new track on Ocean Avenue, Also 
lready fhe War" is the excuse for reviving the shuttle bus plan 
line Jor West of Twin Peaks and a night-Sunday bus service on the 
th the § line. Net result: A shuttle on Market to West Portal as 
1951 fhe only street car operation nights or Sundays and the L 
aldwin fand N as the three remaining street car routes. 
NVER ENGINES TO CHILE Four electric freight motors from 
id down the Denver Tramway's Denver & Inter- 
n helpefountain Railroad have been Sold to the Chilean Nitrate Co., 
y D&RGWhor service in Chile, Engines 1108, 1109, 1110 and 1111 
109 forfere loaded on flats during June for the trip to Houston, 
> has fkxas enroute to South America. - W.C. Whittaker-R.M. Hanft 
Bakers- 
sels CIFIC NORTHWEST LUMBER The St Paul & Tacoma Lumber Co 
ILROAD NOTES FROM JACK discontinued rail operations last 
IBSON VIA DOUG. RICHTER year and have scrapped or seld 
all engines except 7 and 10, 
cific 6-6-2T mallets and one shay.* Two shays were reported sold 


parties in British Columbia,.---Mt Hood Ry is using engine 
l with engine #36 as spare, Engine #11 out of service.--- 
ilchrist Timber Co, (Klamath Nerthern) contemplates a con- 
ction with the Great‘Northern, about 4 miles of track, to 
lieve a car shortage.---From another source Doug reports 
at Ohio Match Company at Metaline Falls, Wash., have put 

a railroad 15 miles long and plan to use a shay, a climax 
da diesel,---From still another source Doug reports that 
s Angeles Junction engine 200 and Ventura County #2 and #3 
ve been sold for scrap. 


STERN PACIFIC "FAST" The freight trains of the Western 
Pacific maintained the highest average 


peed of any Class I American Railroad in March, latest month 





or which statistics have been compiled according to Ry Age. 
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